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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: BERLIN-SAARBRUEKEN SCHEDULED SERVICE 

REF: 77 BONN 21 124 

1 . AT CIVIL AIR ATTACHE (CAA) MEETING JANUARY 9, FRENCH 
CAA GAUSSOT SAID AIR ALSACE HAD NOT YET WITHDRAWN ITS 
APPLICATION TO OPERATE BERLIN-SAARBRUEKEN SCHEDULED 
SERVICES. HE HAD BEEN TOLD BY AIR ALSACE MANAGEMENT 
THAT THE FIRM WAS NEGOTIATING SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE 
ARRANGEMENTS WITH VFW-FOKKER BOTH FOR AIR ALSACE'S 
PRESENT FLEET OF VFW 614 AND FOR THE ONE THEY PLAN TO 
ACQUIRE TO USE, INTER ALIA, ON THE BERLIN-SAARBRUEKEN 
RUN. IF SATISFACTORY ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE, AIR 
ALSACE STILL WANTS TO UNDERTAKE THE SERVICE. GAUSSOT 
AGREED TO CONTACT AIR ALSACE AGAIN AND INFORM THEM 
THAT THEIR DECISION WOULD HAVE TO BE MADE REASONABLY 
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SOON OR THE CAA AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE TO THEIR APPLICA- 
TION WOULD BE WITHDRAWN. 

2. BRITISH CAA HANLEY SAID THAT NEITHER HE NOR LONDON 
HAD HEARD ANYTHING OF INTRA-AIR S ALLEGED INTEREST 
IN THE SERVICE. 
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3. BERLIN AIR TAXI HAS REQUESTED A MEETING WITH THE 
CAA'S TO PRESENT THEIR CASE FOR THE BERLIN- 
SAARBRUEKEN SERVICE. THEY PROPOSE INAUGURATING THE 
SERVICE WITH A 19 PASSENGER TURBO PROP UNDER FAR 135 
CERTIFICATION, WITH ANOTHER AIRCRAFT OF THE SAME TYPE 
TO BE PROCURED WHEN TRAFFIC GROWTH PERMITS. ONE OR 
BOTH AIRCRAFT WOULD ALSO BE USED AS AVAILABLE FOR THE 
EXISTING AIR TAXI OPERATION. 

COMMENT: BERLIN AIR TAXI'S PERMIT, AT UK AND FRENCH 
INSISTENCE, LIMITS IT TO TWO CESSNA CITATIONS OR 
SIMILAR TYPE AIRCRAFT FOR THE FIRST YEAR OF OPERATION. 

A 19 PASSENGER AIRCRAFT PROBABLY WOULD NOT BE ACCEPTED 
UNLESS PASSENGER LOAD WERE LIMITED TO SIX PERSONS, 
PRESUMABLY AN UNECONOMIC LOAD FACTOR. 

STOESSEL 
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